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Principal’s Message 

Happy New Year, Grizzlies, and welcome to year 2019! The 
staff at Gibson sincerely hope you had a wonderful winter 
break, filled with cherished times spent with your loved ones 
and memories to keep for a lifetime.  For me, it was a whirlwind 
of a break, visiting with family and friends, so it is a nice feeling 
coming back to the regular routines of school. 

Even though we are into a brand new year, Term Two is 
continuing from mid December and our teachers are excited to  
forge ahead with exciting lessons that align with our school 

wide inquiry pursuits and the focus on literacy. At Gibson, we are committed to 
creating a culture of respect, care and connectedness for all students and staff.  
Together with your support, all students can come to Gibson and learn in a safe and 
caring environment.   Welcome back and Happy New Year from all of us. 

 
The Joy of Reading at Gibson 
We at Gibson are committed to helping all kids foster a 
lifelong joy of reading.  You can also help us at home! 
Here are some tips:  

Encourage your child to read another one 

Find ways to encourage your child to keep reading. If he 
or she likes one book, find another book with a similar 
subject or by the same author. Ask a librarian or teacher 
for book suggestions. 

Take turns reading 

Once your child can read, have him or her read aloud to you every day. You can take turns 
– you read one page and your child the next. 

Make connections to your child's life 

Help your child make connections between what he or she reads in books and what 
happens in life. If you're reading a book about a family, for example, talk about how what 
happens in the story is the same or different from what happens in your family. 
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Give your child an incentive to read 

At bedtime, encourage your child to read. Offer a choice between reading or sleeping. Most 
kids will choose to read, as long as you don't offer something more tempting (like TV). 

Try different types of books and magazines 

Encourage your child to read different types of books, articles, or stories. Some kids, 
especially boys, prefer nonfiction books. Others like children's magazines. 

Turn on the closed captioning on your television 

When watching a television show with your child, try turning on the closed captioning 
channel. This shows the words the characters are speaking on the television screen. Some 
people find it's a good way to learn English! 

A parent’s guide to Fortnite: Battle Royale 

Recently we have noticed an increasing 
number of children talking about the 
game ‘Fortnite’. We would like to give 
you some guidance about Fortnite, 
looking at what the game is and some 
of the things to be aware of. 

What is Fortnite? 

Fortnight is an online game, which 
includes Battle Royale, where players 
do not have to pay to play. In Battle 
Royale, 100 players compete against each other to be the last person  
standing in player vs player (PVP) combat. 
Users play against people of different ages from across the world, and can talk and interact  
with each other as they play through the in-game chat feature. 

What age rating is Fortnite? 

Fortnite has a PEGI rating of age12, PEGI have said this is due to the:  
‘frequent scenes of mild violence. It is not suitable for persons under 12 years of age’. 
This PEGI rating only takes into account the content in the game and not the contact  
element, where players may be exposed to swearing and offensive language from  
strangers, either through audio or on-screen text chat. 

What do I need to know? 

• No age restriction when creating an account. 
• In order to play Fortnite you have to create an account.  
• You play against other players. 
• As Fortnite is an online game you will play against players of different ages from across 

the world. You cannot turn the in-game chats off or choose who you play against. 



• Text chat cannot be turned off, and there are no filters for voice or text, which may be 
concerning to parents. There's nothing to stop an adult from saying lewd things to a 
younger player, or to stop kids from swearing at each other. 

• You can make in game purchases. 
• Although Battle Royale is free to play, other aspects of the game are not. There are packs  
   which give you different access to the full game and extensions, bonuses and weapons,  
   which can become expensive. 
• There is animated violence. Fortnite does feature violence when players are in combat 

with each other, the animation of the game is cartoonish, and the violence isn't bloody or 
gory. However, it is worth noting that the aim of Fortnite is to defeat other players by 
fighting against them. 

Our advice 

Have an open and honest conversation with your child. 
It’s important to involve yourself in your child’s online life and a simple and effective way 
to this is by talking to them about their life online. Try to maintain an open dialogue with 
your child and find opportunities to talk to them about what they love to do online. Parents 
can help children access the amazing resources the internet has to offer whilst keeping 
them safe online at the same time. 

Here’s a great article for parents about what you need to know:  
https://www.tomsguide.com/us/fortnite-parents-guide,review-5552.html 

A Reminder about PARKING 

We understand that sometimes time gets away from us and we are busy in the 
mornings and afternoons rushing to get our children to and from school.  BUT, safety 
is everyone’s number 1 priority and so we remind families that it is NOT SAFE to 
cross the street unless at a designated cross walk.   

Please also only stop/park legally.  For example, no double 
parking/stopping.  When children dart through between cars, 
they are not visible to the vehicles.   

We thank you again for your attention on this on-going issue at 
Gibson. 



	 	  

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

January 7 First Day of School after Winter Break

January 11 Hot Lunch - Fresh Slice

January 15 PAC meeting 7pm

January 18 Spirit Day - Theme to be announced

January 25 Pro Day - No School

January 31 Ready-Set-Learn

February 5 Chinese New Year

February 7 Student-Led Conferences 2pm Dismissal 


